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PART III: STATEMENT OF PROGRAM SERVICE ACCOMPLISHMENTS 

 

 

Mission and Scope:  RSCF is a 501(c)(3), non-profit organization dedicated to preserving biodiversity through hands-

on conservation programs rooted in sound science. RSCF employs the “flagship species” concept to identify and 

conserve high profile, priority species in order to leverage protection for the ecosystems they represent. Flagship 

species breeding and conservation efforts, along with field-based research, habitat protection and local capacity 

building, are directed toward long-term, regional-scale biodiversity preservation.  RSCF designs sustainable 

recovery, reintroduction and protection programs for endangered species in the wild, and works collaboratively with 

governments and other conservation/research organizations to restore target species and protect critical habitats.   

RSCF also provides consulting and technical services to conservation teams, and forms educational, political and 

economic partnerships to expedite specific habitat and species conservation projects. 

 

Please also see detailed descriptions of program activities at www.rarespecies.org. 

 

I.  2025 Wildlife breeding and research activities 

 

The Red-browed Amazon parrot: The endangered Amazon parrot Amazona rhodocorytha is a top conservation 

priority that engages long-term captive breeding and management to drive in situ recovery. RSCF holds the only 

breeding group in North America.  The captive effort serves as a program platform to facilitate global management of 

the species and substantial conservation investment in Brazil.  The Red-brow is a parrot of highest conservation 

concern, highlighted in the 2000-2001 Status Survey and Conservation Action Plan for Parrots, published in 2000 by 

the IUCN (World Conservation Union).  RSCF seeks to develop a collaborative relationship with ICMBIO and 

IBAMA (Brazilian government wildlife authorities), the Zoological Museum of the University of Sao Paulo, and 

Lymington Foundation to comprehensively assess the distribution, ecology and status of the species throughout its 

range, rehabilitate confiscated in-country birds and repatriate ex situ, captive-bred Red-brows from RSCF.  This 

comprehensive approach formally recognizes the Brazilian government and delegated Brazilian NGOs as governing 

authorities for global species management and population recovery.  RSCF aims to return a core population of Red-

brows to Brazil to complement an existing breeding, rehabilitation and release program.  During 2025, RSCF Director 

Reillo continued communications with Dr. Luis Fabio Silveira, Professor at the Zoological Museum, University of 

Sao Paulo and Director at the Lymington Foundation.  During 2015, after 23 years of artificially incubating and day-

one hand-rearing of all offspring at the Conservatory, RSCF commenced parent-rearing of Red-brows—a practice that 

continues today.  Annually, Red-brow fledglings and new breeding pairs expand RSCF’s captive flock, and in 2025 

nine additional offspring were added.  Altogether, 12-14 breeding pairs are now capable of naturally incubating their 

eggs and rearing chicks.  RSCF is contributing to Brazil’s national recovery plan by sharing husbandry, studbook and 

captive-population data.  Immediate next steps focus on repatriating breeding-age birds to Brazil for sustainable 

captive-breeding and future release efforts in Alagoas.  

 

The white-bellied Caique parrot:  RSCF’s 2024 on-site population of Pionites leucogaster xanthomeria comprise 

advanced-age, potentially breeding pairs.  In 1999, RSCF concluded its long-term breeding and research program on 

the white-bellied caique parrot.  After compiling years of reproductive and genetic data from a founder breeding 

population into a husbandry manual and population management system, RSCF developed a breeding protocol for 

this species, which is now used in aviculture worldwide.  Pionites now are only reproduced by special request from 

wildlife parks, accredited aviaries, or avicultural centers.   

 

The East African Bongo:  One of the most spectacular mammals bred at the Conservatory is the Mountain (or East 

African) Bongo, a large forest antelope facing extinction in the wild.  The vegetation and climate at the Conservatory 

have proven ideal for propagating and researching this shy, forest-dwelling bovid.   In 2003, RSCF commenced an 
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inter-institutional project with the U.N. Foundation and U.N. Development Programme to establish an in situ breeding 

program for bongo in Kenya at the Mt. Kenya Wildlife Conservancy.  Entitled Repatriation of Mountain Bongo 

Antelope to Mt. Kenya World Heritage Site, this unprecedented initiative represents the successful completion of the 

first of several conservation steps needed to reestablish a self-sustaining, wild population of bongo on Mt. Kenya and 

in the Aberdares and surrounding ecosystems, and stimulate a broad base of conservation program support for the Mt. 

Kenya World Heritage Site and Aberdares National Park and Conservation Area—both global-priority biodiversity 

areas.    

 

Conceived in 1994, RSCF coordinated the first bongo repatriation as an NGO contractor to UNDP. RSCF served as 

consignor for the bongo export (receiving legal title to all animals donated to the project and repatriated to Kenya), 

and also donated four bongo from the RSCF population to the effort.  In 2009, RSCF Research Associate Lyndon 

Estes completed his Ph.D. at the University of Virginia, focusing on the ecology and habitat utilization of wild bongo 

in the Aberdares.  This research complements other recovery efforts, both ex situ and in situ, by helping to identify 

appropriate habitat for sustainable reintroduction, train local guides and researchers, and bolster monitoring and 

protection of the remaining wild bongo population.  Along with the United Nations Development Programme (Small 

Grants Programme) and partnering NGO’s, RSCF helps sponsor the Aberdares bongo surveillance effort (BSP—

Bongo Surveillance Programme, www.mountainbongo.org), coordinated with the local NGO Rhino Ark 

(www.rhinoark.org).  On the in situ captive front, RSCF has provided technical and veterinary services to the Mt. 

Kenya Wildlife Conservancy and helped sponsor general husbandry and animal care for the repatriated bongo group.  

During 2007, RSCF completed formal collaborations with Dr. Michael Bruford, University of Cardiff, Wales, to 

genetically assess the wild Aberdares and Mt. Kenya populations via mtDNA and microsatellite analyses of field-

collected dung samples.  This program confirmed species identities and haplotype variation in wild populations, as it 

also trained a Kenyan graduate student in molecular genetics laboratory methodology. Co-sponsored by Rhino Ark, 

this trained technician has brought state-of-the-art molecular laboratory techniques and expertise back to Kenya.  In 

addition to corroborating field teams’ detection of bongo presence in the field, the analyses produced a microsatillite 

protocol (using bovid markers) for discriminating individual bongo genotypes from bongo dung.   During 2007 RSCF 

donated an ELISA flourimeter to Analabs, Ltd. (Nairobi) to assist in the isolation and identification of bovine 

infectious diseases that impact both wild and agricultural bovine populations.  Early detection and intervention is 

critical to thwart periodic outbreaks of Theileriosis, rinderpest, hoof-and-mouth disease, and other viral and parasite-

borne infections that cross between domestic and wild bovids. 

 

A detailed summary of historical research findings and management recommendations can be found at 

www.rarespecies.org  in the document entitled “Mountain Bongo Research Summary”, compiled by former Research 

Associate Lyndon Estes, and regularly updated documents.   

 

During 2025, RSCF coordinated and implemented an historic bongo repatriation to a new sanctuary in Marania, on 

the northeast slope of Mt. Kenya.  The sanctuary is governed by the Meru Bongo and Rhino Conservation Trust 

(MBRCT), in collaboration with in-country governmental and NGO stakeholders and RSCF.  The KWS-endorsed 

National Bongo Conservation Plan guides bongo recovery actions at the national level. The MBRCT program, 

championed by Meru County Government, Kamulu and Ntimaka Community Forest Associations, Lewa Wildlife 

Conservancy, Kenya Forest Service, Kenya Wildlife Service and partnering NGOs, dedicates landscape and resources 

to reestablishing mountain bongo antelope and black rhinoceros across the greater Mt. Kenya ecosystem. The project 

documents, site plan and Lewa-RSCF-FIU/TCI agreements are available from RSCF upon request.  MBRCT, with 

which RSCF serves as an institutional trustee, was formally established to govern the new sanctuary in the Marania-

Muchiene forest under the auspices of the Meru County Government.  RSCF frequently hosts Kenyan delegates 

associated with the bongo recovery effort.  RSCF staff also regularly visit the Marania sanctuary to provide on-site 

guidance for infrastructure, operations, animal management, nutrition and disease mitigation. During 2024, final 

preparations were completed in advance of RSCF successfully sending 17 bongo to Marania in February 2025. 

 

During 2021 and early 2024, RSCF hosted Kenya Wildlife Service Regional Veterinarian Dr. Mathew Mutinda for 

extended hands-on externships, sharing comprehensive husbandry, veterinary and management practices. Dr. Mutinda 

is a technical POC for bongo health in Kenya and is instrumental in the development and operations of the new 

sanctuary at Marania.  Similarly, RSCF hosted Dr. Shaleen Angwenyi, Smithsonian Institution Research Fellow 

http://www.mountainbongo.org/
http://www.rhinoark.org/
http://www.rarespecies.org/


 

 

 

 

 

   

 

(Kenya) for an extended immersion training course with bongo. The scope of activities during these externships 

included animal care, treatment, facilities development and design, immobilizations, contraception, neonatal care, 

herd management, program development, community education and conservation outreach, and disease-risk 

assessment. As part of Dr. Mutinda’s visit, Reillo and the RSCF bongo-project team assisted KWS in finalizing the 

feasibility, economic-environmental impact and disease-risk assessments for the Marania sanctuary.   

 

RSCF was also a principal signatory on the DHL transport agreement that specified terms and conditions for the safe 

transport of bongo antelope from RSCF to MBRCT in Kenya. The agreement set performance and preparedness 

conditions for both sides of the repatriation originating at RSCF in Loxahatchee, FL with DHL carrying animals from 

Palm Beach International Airport to Madrid to Nairobi, with final truck hauling by KWS to Mt. Kenya. 

 

In 2025 RSCF secured philanthropic support for the Marania bongo sanctuary operations and provided financial and 

technical input to develop an experimental recombinant-DNA Theileria parva vaccine to help protect 

immunologically naïve, repatriated animals from endemic protozoal, tick-borne diseases.  The experimental vaccine 

was developed in collaboration with the Infectious Diseases Laboratory, University of Georgia, the International 

Livestock Research Institute in Nairobi, and collaborating research institutions in South Africa and New York. 

 

 

PRESS RELEASE:  17 Mountain Bongo Arrive in Kenya, Marking a Historic Milestone for Conservation  

 

March 26th, 2025, | Nairobi, Kenya  

 

On Sunday February 23rd, 17 mountain bongos were safely repatriated from Palm Beach County, Florida to a specially 

designed sanctuary on the northeastern slope of Mt Kenya. The bongos’ arrival significantly advances Kenya’s long-

term recovery of this iconic and critically endangered flagship species. Driven by a multi-stakeholder partnership, this 

repatriation and recovery project leverages resources and expertise at many levels, engaging local, national and 

international partners. The new bongo sanctuary is managed by the Meru Bongo and Rhino Conservation Trust 

(MBRCT), Kenya’s first-ever, conservation-related, public-private-community partnership.  

 

The repatriated bongos were donated to the government of Kenya by the Rare Species Conservatory Foundation 

(RSCF) in Florida, USA, which has researched, bred and managed mountain bongos since 1991. The complex 

shipment was achieved through close collaboration between RSCF, Lewa Wildlife Conservancy, Tusk, DHL and the 

Kenya Wildlife Service (KWS).  

 

Dr. Paul Reillo, RSCF Founder and President, commented: “There is simply no higher calling for humanity than to 

protect what remains of nature. The mountain bongo’s story of decline and recovery has been entirely on our watch, 

and the species’ future lies with all of us. The bongo’s resilience is a story of hope for wildlife and people alike, 

merging elevated partnerships, proven expertise, vital resources and amazing courage. This humbling, profound 

project exemplifies true wildlife conservation in real time.”  

 

In consultation with the project team, RSCF carefully selected 17 bongos comprising 12 females and five males from 

its large breeding herds. To prepare them for travel, they were segregated for pre-shipment testing and preparation, as 

per KWS protocols, in a specially designed corral-chute system. They were vaccinated for pathogens and given a 

pioneering, recombinant-DNA vaccine to help protect against tick-borne disease. The vaccine was developed 

specifically for the bongo project by the Infectious Diseases Laboratory (IDL) at the University of Georgia, USA in 

collaboration with Kenya’s International Livestock Research Institute (ILRI). For three weeks RSCF staff shifted the 

animals daily within the corral system to minimize stress during the crating process.  

 

On February 22nd, all 17 animals were successfully crated and given a long-acting sedative to ease their 30-hour 

journey. The animals left Palm Beach International Airport on February 23rd in a Mountain-Bongo-branded DHL 

Boeing 767 that carried the antelopes 7146 nautical miles to Jomo Kenyatta International Airport in Kenya. The 

bongos were transported in custom-built crates, alongside six tons of pelleted feed. Three US animal-care experts, 

including a wildlife veterinarian, accompanied the animals during their journey.  



 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Mike Parra, CEO DHL Express Europe, said: “We are so proud to be able to leverage the power and expertise of our 

global network to assist in transporting these critically endangered Mountain Bongo to their new sanctuary in Kenya. 

The logistics of moves such as this are incredibly complex, with the welfare of the animals being everyone’s top 

priority. A huge thank you to our partners at Tusk, Rare Species Conservatory Foundation and Lewa Wildlife 

Conservancy, and everyone involved in making this important conservation mission a success”. 

  

Upon their arrival, the Kenya Wildlife Service transported the animals 250 kilometers by road, where they were 

released into a 20-acre sanctuary on the slopes of Mt. Kenya. The sanctuary, set aside for the bongos by the Kenya 

Forest Service and built by Lewa Wildlife Conservancy and MBRCT, helps propel Kenya’s National Bongo Action 

and Recovery Plan. It serves as a secure home and breeding ground for the mountain bongos, to support re-establishing 

a sustainable bongo population across the Mount Kenya ecosystem and beyond.  

 

Mike Watson, CEO of Lewa Wildlife Conservancy says: “Bringing the mountain bongos back to Kenya is a great 

moment in the restoration of the country’s natural heritage. For decades, these animals have been largely absent from 

the very forests where they belong, and this project will be crucial in reversing that loss. Seeing them set foot on 

Kenyan soil again is a powerful reminder of what can be achieved when organizations work together."  

During her impassioned speech after the animals’ arrival, Kenya’s Cabinet Secretary for Tourism and Wildlife, 

Rebecca Miano highlighted the importance of a collaborative approach to conservation. “Conservation is not the 

responsibility of a single entity, organization or government. Rather it is a shared duty requiring the involvement of 

all, including government, community, private sector, international collaborators and individuals. It demands 

innovation, it demands resources, and above all a collective will to act as guided by the highest moral imperative. 

This moment by all means marks a significant milestone in our collective efforts to conserve and even restore one of 

the world’s most endangered species.”  

 

The mountain bongos’ return to Kenya occurred approximately 20 generations since their export to Europe and the 

U.S. in the early 1970s. The 2025 repatriation marks the culmination of decades of careful planning, breeding, and 

reintroduction work aimed at restoring bongo populations across their former range.  

 

As Charlie Mayhew, Founder and President of Tusk, who partnered Lewa and DHL to facilitate the shipment of the 

bongos said, “The return of 17 critically endangered mountain bongos from Florida to Kenya is a significant step in 

restoring this critically endangered species to its native habitat. As a public-private partnership between mountain 

communities, local council, government departments, conservation agencies and international organisations, it also 

demonstrates the power in working collectively towards a common goal, and the conservation progress that can be 

made through collaboration.”  

 

As one of Kenya's flagship species, the mountain bongo personifies Kenya’s high-mountain forest ecosystems. Bongo 

conservation offers far-reaching benefits to the landscape, contributing to the conservation of many other species of 

fauna and flora that share its habitat. But the mountain bongos’ return is not just a victory for conservation, it is a 

victory for communities as well. MBRCT Trustee, Faith Murithi said: “Bongos are the most wonderful animals I have 

ever seen in Kenya. The bongos arrived well, and we are proud for them to be here. We will take the initiative once 

again to care for these animals.” The return of the mountain bongo has already resulted in the creation of 17 jobs for 

local community members and support for local schools and health clinics is underway.   

 

The 2025 milestone bongo repatriation to Mt. Kenya was extensively documented by international media, 

including the following:   

 

https://www.discoverwildlife.com/animal-facts/mammals/mountain-bongos-florida-to-kenya 

 

https://group.dhl.com/en/media-relations/press-releases/2025/dhl-express-flies-endangered-mountain-bongo-

antelopes-from-florida-to-kenya-conservation-site.html 

 

https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cm2ne8zz3pdo 

 

https://www.discoverwildlife.com/animal-facts/mammals/mountain-bongos-florida-to-kenya
https://group.dhl.com/en/media-relations/press-releases/2025/dhl-express-flies-endangered-mountain-bongo-antelopes-from-florida-to-kenya-conservation-site.html
https://group.dhl.com/en/media-relations/press-releases/2025/dhl-express-flies-endangered-mountain-bongo-antelopes-from-florida-to-kenya-conservation-site.html
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cm2ne8zz3pdo


 

 

 

 

 

   

 

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/historic-homecoming-mountain-bongos-return-d4vef/ 

 

https://news.mongabay.com/short-article/2025/02/mountain-bongo-antelope-fly-from-florida-to-kenya-to-help-save-

a-species/ 

 

 

Florida Bongo Ranching Program:  During 2025, RSCF continued coordinating Florida-based bongo management 

the Micanopy Zoological Preserve to help maintain a healthy ex situ bongo population and provide animals for 

repatriation and reintroduction in Kenya.  RSCF developed the Florida-based ranching initiative to help support 

establishment of multiple in situ bongo management sanctuaries, each attached to historical bongo range areas (e.g., 

Mt. Kenya/Marania; potentially Loldia-Eburru).  This management effort coordinates long-term breeding, husbandry, 

socialization and animal placement with RSCF and contributes to in situ conservation via philanthropic, material and 

in-kind support.  All animal transactions are reported to the USDA and FWC in accordance with permit regulations 

attaching to all parties.  RSCF is expanding its engagement with private zoological facilities to co-manage the Florida 

bongo herd and provide a sustainable resource for future repatriations.  

 

 

Other in-house projects:  During 2015, RSCF phased out management efforts for Hawk-headed parrots (Deroptyus 

accipitrinus accipitrinus and D. a. fuscifrons).  RSCF continues to maintain a small group of the nominate race of 

hawk-heads, along with reproductively senescent Golden conures (Guaruba guarouba), Pygmy marmosets (Cebuella 

pygmae), and Golden-headed Lion Tamarins (Leontopithecus chrysomelas).  RSCF shares husbandry and population 

information with AZA (American Zoo and Aquarium Association)-sanctioned population-management plans and 

studbooks and voluntarily shares its animal database with collaborating zoological institutions, NGOs and 

management authorities. During 2025, pygmy marmoset breeding was again expanded to help recover the dwindling 

North American captive population, although the demographics of the population continue to pose significant, long-

term challenges to recovery (male sex-ratio bias).  RSCF maintains many family groups, including senescent animals, 

same-sex social groups and breeding pairs. RSCF’s commitment to Golden-headed Lion Tamarins (Leontopithecus 

chrysomelas) is unwavering and RSCF works closely with the population managers to encourage reproduction in the 

dwindling U.S. population. 

 

Parrot trafficking interdiction:  RSCF/TCI provided critical technical support requested from USFWS for a major 

wildlife trafficking case— 29 smuggled parrot eggs and chicks intercepted at Miami International Airport in March 

2023.  RSCF served as USDA quarantine center to incubate and raise birds from hatching through weaning. Reillo 

provided expert testimony and guidance for prosecution; TCI/FIU also provided essential forensic data to confirm the 

species identities of smuggled birds, leading to successful prosecution of the smuggler.  Collateral support and funding 

was provided by RSCF/TCI/donors.  24 healthy, weaned Yellow-naped Amazon parrots (Amazona auropalliata) and 

three Red-lored parrots (A. autumnalis) were flown from RSCF to SoCal Parrots, CA on 13 June 2023 for eventual 

repatriation to Honduras.  

 

Parrot pathogen diagnostics, intervention:  Upon request from Brazilian wildlife authorities, throughout 2025 RSCF 

participated in extensive consultation with international wildlife laboratories and veterinary teams at ICMBio to 

address circovirus in both captive and released Spix’s macaws.   

 

***** 

 

Tropical Conservation Institute at Florida International University (FIU): Under a collaboration agreement dating 

to 2014, RSCF and FIU coordinate an interdisciplinary, international, wildlife-conservation platform known as the 

Tropical Conservation Institute (TCI) under FIU’s School of Environment, Arts and Society (SEAS) within the 

College of Arts, Sciences and Education (CASE).   

 

TCI prepares and empowers graduate-level and post-graduate conservation practitioners to protect ecosystems and 

species in the tropics and sub-tropics. TCI leverages FIU’s broad portfolio of research, education, and outreach 

programs focused on tropical and sub-tropical ecosystems. Similarly, TCI is a proven go-to entity for conservation 

https://www.linkedin.com/pulse/historic-homecoming-mountain-bongos-return-d4vef/
https://news.mongabay.com/short-article/2025/02/mountain-bongo-antelope-fly-from-florida-to-kenya-to-help-save-a-species/
https://news.mongabay.com/short-article/2025/02/mountain-bongo-antelope-fly-from-florida-to-kenya-to-help-save-a-species/


 

 

 

 

 

   

 

problem-solving.  A full prospectus for the Institute, including budget and program priorities, is available upon request. 

Please see https://tci.fiu.edu for additional details. 

 

 

***** 

 

II. 2025 Conservation and Research Program Field Projects 

 

Bongo Recovery Program: 

 

See program description above, integrating captive breeding, sanctuary development, repatriation and wild-population 

monitoring and protection. 

 

 

St. Vincent and the Grenadines (SVG): 

 

During 2025, RSCF concluded a sub-award agreement between the SVG Forestry Department and United Nations 

Development Programme (under the UNDP Ridge-to-Reef program) to help implement collaborative wildlife-

recovery measures (surveys, GIS methods, capacity building, protected-area guidance, parrot aviary renovations).  

RSCF utilized UNDP support for St. Vincent Amazon Parrot by procuring and shipping critical aviary renovations 

and support supplies, field equipment, tools and equipment to Forestry.  RSCF supported outreach, education and 

capacity-building activities by directing UNDP funds via the regional NGO BirdsCaribbean.  RSCF and partnering 

NGOs continue to work collaboratively with SVG Forestry to elevate research and conservation-protection capacity, 

outreach and conservation impact.   

 

Dominica program: 

 

Please see RSCF’s website for a comprehensive description of the Dominica Parrot Research and Conservation 

Program, which dates to 1997.  Since catastrophic Hurricane Maria in 2017 and influence from outside parrot-

collecting groups, the Dominica parrot-conservation program, led by Dominica’s Forestry Division, has largely 

languished.  Since 2021, RSCF and other credentialed conservation NGOs including BirdsCaribbean have continued 

to campaign for reestablishment of the Wildlife Conservation Partnership to implement proven recovery measures for 

Dominica’s endemic national birds.   

 

During 2022, Reillo became an external academic faculty advisor for a Dominican Kalinago student pursuing a M.Phil. 

degree at the University of the West Indies (UWI) in Barbados.  During 2024, this student completed a comprehensive 

post-hurricane-Maria population assessment of Amazona imperialis and A. arausiaca, yielding the the most significant 

posti-hurricane distribution and density data for both species.  His academic advisors include UWI faculty, Reillo 

(RSCF) and retired Dominica Forestry officers.  His graduate degree was awarded in 2025, after which parrot 

monitoring will continue with RSCF and local NGO support. 

 

Tanzania program:  Elephant Landscape Connectivity in northern Tanzania--  formerly The Greater Serengeti 

Ecosystem Elephant Project.  Dr. Anna Estes, RSCF Research Associate.   

 

Summary of project:  The project started in 2005 for Dr. Estes’ PhD research. Base activities have involved 

monitoring demography and distribution of elephants in the greater Serengeti ecosystem and building a repository of 

photo ID files. Additional research has been targeted at analyses of human-modification of habitats surrounding the 

ecosystem and how this interacts with elephant habitat use and human-elephant conflict (HEC), long-term woody 

vegetation change in the ecosystem, and genetic connectivity and population structure of elephants across northern 

Tanzania (PhD project of George Lohay). Dr. Estes was granted permission in 2019 to expand the geographic focus 

of the project to better reflect the work that she and the graduate students associated with the project are interested in 

pursuing, and the project grew into Elephant Landscape Connectivity in northern Tanzania. The primary research 

focal areas for this long-term, ongoing project are: 

https://tci.fiu.edu/


 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

• elephant movement and distribution in the Greater Serengeti Ecosystem 

• demography including monitoring core groups of known individuals and ecosystem-wide demographic 

surveys 

• genetic connectivity of elephants in Tanzania and southern Kenya 

• long-term land cover and vegetation change  

• influence of landcover on elephant habitat selection and human-elephant conflict  

• influence of elephants on vegetation dynamics 

 

These research themes are being pursued with the expanded geographic focus of elephant connectivity in northern 

Tanzania, while still focusing on the greater Serengeti population for demographic and distribution monitoring, and 

analysis of movement and habitat use, including use of human-dominated landscapes in the greater ecosystem.  

 

 

III. RSCF Conservation Education Activities 

 

As in previous years, in 2025, RSCF maintained strong relationships with domestic and international zoological 

institutions, wildlife agencies and NGOs and expanded its web site (www.rarespecies.org).  The site links to many 

conservation and environmental organizations, presents RSCF’s mission and scope for all audiences, and discusses 

conservation initiatives in detail.  The site is updated regularly, and provides access to in-house and published scientific 

papers, program documents and urgent conservation topics and issues.  RSCF also maintains a real-time social media 

presence (e.g., FaceBook, Instagram).  In addition, RSCF staff regularly present lectures, workshops and seminars to 

scientific and lay audiences (e.g., local universities, nature centers, international conservation meetings, symposia), 

and RSCF’s board members served as academic advisors for graduate-level university students.  (Please see discussion 

on RSCF’s collaboration with Florida International University—Tropical Conservation Institute.) RSCF regularly 

hosts visiting wildlife veterinary practitioners (U.S., Kenya), conservation program managers and senior staff, project 

collaborators, international guests, students, and videographers/journalists.  

 

 

IV. Media Development 

 

In the course of implementing its conservation programs, RSCF generates a large amount of data, video footage, 

photographs, and technical narrative.  Integral to the research effort itself, these materials also provide the basis for 

information sharing with scientific and lay audiences across broad media platforms.  RSCF compiles media resources 

into comprehensive reference libraries of imperiled ecosystems and species, including images and event histories that 

document project timelines in their entirety.  The more endangered the species, the more crucial the record.  Project-

site host governments are a further beneficiary of this media development initiative, many of them lacking the funds 

to document their own country's biological resources, and what is becoming of them.  

 

RSCF partners draw upon raw material from RSCF’s field research.  Scientific media content is frequently packaged 

for use by project/program partners, and is seen in exhibits and educational materials suitable for diverse audiences 

(e.g., zoological facility visitors, students, professional educators, web site browsers, conservation organizations, 

governmental agencies).  Findings are also shared with scientific colleagues through technical publications associated 

with in situ conservation initiatives, propagation and other activities.  RSCF is also acutely aware of the need to expand 

media programs and adapt/translate materials for educators, students and researchers at field project sites.  RSCF’s 

programs and field material are featured regularly in popular print and film, in addition to scientific publications for 

professionals. For example, RSCF’s instrumental role in creating the world’s first new national park of the millennium 

was presented in Wildlife Conservation, National Geographic, and Palm Beach Illustrated.  Similarly, RSCF’s work 

has been highlighted on CNN, and National Geographic Today, and the Dominica Program was the feature story for 

Jack Hanna’s Animal Adventures season premier entitled, “In Search of the Sisserou”.  During 2023, the bongo-

recovery effort was widely broadcast by Discover the Wild Palm Beaches, underwritten by the Palm Beach County 

http://www.rarespecies.org/


 

 

 

 

 

   

 

Development Council. Similarly, the latest bongo repatriation (2024-2025) was prominently featured in national and 

international press releases, utilizing RSCF materials. 

 

RSCF regularly contributes feature articles and research papers to technical and lay journals.  Similarly, the bongo 

recovery effort has been featured on NBC Nightly News, CNN, BBC, network U.S. television, the New York Times, 

multiple web news services (including National Geographic and Time Magazine for Kids), and over 30 newspapers 

across the U.S., Canada, Europe and Africa.  Programs are also regularly featured in popular and scientific publications 

such as Audubon Magazine.   

 

Increasingly, social media has enabled RSCF to efficiently reach a broad audience with day-to-day video posts, staff 

blogs and contributions, photos, real-time dialogue with field staff, and related news stories both in print and online. 

Some RSCF-generated videos have gone viral, while other material has been archived by network news organizations 

and conservation-themed websites and advocates.   RSCF staff continue to present at local, national and international 

conservation venues and participate in nature documentary filming. RSCF staff, research associates and program 

partners published in technical peer-reviewed journals, popular magazines, local and regional newspapers, and online 

forums.  Please see RSCF’s website for a complete and historical list of reprints, press releases, links and related 

materials.  

 

 

V. Facilities 

 

As a 30-acre facility, the Conservatory represents RSCF’s international headquarters for wildlife conservation and 

global biodiversity preservation.  RSCF’s interdisciplinary programs integrate applied field and clinical research on 

endangered species, propagation and management of critical, flagship species for repatriation and reintroduction, 

developing husbandry protocols for critical taxa, and implementing protected-area policies and strategies for long-

term ecosystem conservation.  RSCF also collaborates with scientific and governing authorities for wildlife in 

conservation hotspot zones, primarily in the tropics and neo-tropics, to develop tangible conservation solutions for 

imperiled species and habitats. 

 

The Conservatory in Loxahatchee serves as a captive-propagation center and research complex for endangered species, 

as it also provides a hub for international exchange, hands-on training and outreach for students, interns, collegial 

scientists and the general public.  The expanded facilities significantly enhance RSCF’s conservation mission both 

locally and internationally and facilitate existing and future programs to protect and restore the world’s highest priority 

wildlife and natural areas.  Please see RSCF’s website at www.rarespecies.org for a detailed discussion about specific 

projects, organizational structure, and conservation strategies. 

 

Digital Imaging: Thanks to a special grant, RSCF purchased a fully portable, Sound Eklin 1109G Digital Radiography 

System, to be shared cooperatively among local wildlife non-profit centers.  The system comprises a suitcase-based 

computer and control system coupled to a digital imaging plate that allows both clinical and field-based x-ray imaging 

of small and large animals.  Under an agreement with the Rainforest Clinic in Loxahatchee, patients from all local 

wildlife non-profits can benefit from the digital x-ray imaging at no cost.  In addition, the clinic provides in-kind 

veterinary support.   

 

 

http://www.rarespecies.org/


 

 

 

 

 

   

 

APPENDIX A: Board of Directors 

 

 

Paul R. Reillo, Ph.D., University of Maryland (Zoology).  Field-oriented population biologist, ecological geneticist 

and environmental engineer.  Rare Species Conservatory Foundation founder and president.  Technical expertise in 

field ecology, demographic and genetic analysis of small populations and animal husbandry.  

 

George Amato, Ph.D., Yale University (Biology). Director and Affiliated Professor, Sackler Institute of Comparative 

Genomics, American Museum of Natural History. Adjunct associate professor at Columbia and Fordham universities, 

research associate in the Ecology and Evolutionary Biology Department of Yale University. Conservation geneticist 

specializing in non-invasive sampling techniques for endangered species, and monitoring the trade in endangered 

species products using DNA-based forensic science. 

 

Christopher Langen, Esq.  Attorney, parrot enthusiast and conservation devotee, having traveled to 26 countries to 

view parrots alone.  Fluent in four languages and provides both legal counsel to RSCF and international program 

perspective and expertise.  

 

Karen A. McGovern.  Zoological practitioner, wildlife husbandry specialist and zoological records registrar, with over 

35 years of continuous animal-care and management experience with endangered, tropical wildlife. 

 

 

 

APPENDIX B: 2025 species list at RSCF, maintained under USDA, USFWS, 

and Florida FWC licenses 

 

 

Cyclura nubila caymanensis (Cayman brac iguana) 

Leontopithecus chrysomelas (Golden-headed Lion Tamarin) 

Cebuella pygmaea (Pygmy marmoset) 

Boocercus euryceros isaaci (mountain/eastern bongo antelope) 

Amazona rhodocorytha  (Red-browed Amazon parrot)  

Amazona vinacea (Vinaceous Amazon parrot) 

Amazona brasiliensis (Red-tailed Amazon parrot) 

Amazona farinosa (Mealy Amazon parrot) 

Pionites leucogaster (White-bellied caique parrot) 

Guaruba guarouba (Golden conure) 

Deroptyus accipitrinus accipitinus (Guyana hawkheaded parrot) 

Pionites melanocephala  (Black-headed caique) 

Dromaius novaehollandiae (Emu) 

 

 

APPENDIX C: 2025 RSCF Physical Plant Inventory 

 

 

• 30 landscaped acres, property and tangible-tax exempt (Palm Beach County, FL), 

 fenced and cross-fenced (1.6 miles of 8' hi-tensile fencing; 1.25 miles 4-6’ fencing) 

• 16 interconnected hoofstock paddocks, with 8' gates 

• management corrals, pole barns for feeding stations, troughs, 9-stall CBS barn (with turn-out area)  

• 1-acre Bongo-holding corral system with hydraulic Tamer squeeze chute, for pre-shipment holding, testing 

and quarantine of bongo antelope  

• 1.5 acre mixed-species area, with 44 flights, including 15 walk-in, landscaped enclosures. 

• 16 additional free-flight aviaries and stand-alone primate enclosures. 

• 5 hurricane-proof bunkers (including, weaning, evacuation and workshop rooms) 



 

 

 

 

   

• 3 hurricane-proof small animal breeding spaces 

• 7 soft-sided outdoor aviaries  

• aviary kitchen/ food prep room 

• stand-alone commissary with staff facilities (600 sq. ft.) 

• dishwashing building 

• hay and grain storage buildings 

• 2 stand-alone, reverse-osmosis water purification systems (separate buildings) 

• Sound Eklin 1109G portable radiography system (housed at Rainforest Clinic) 

• hurricane-resistant veterinary clinic, surgery and quarantine (1200 sq.ft.) 

• personnel quarters, with separate intern/guest accommodation (1300 sq.ft.) 

• meeting, staff-support and laboratory space (two buildings, 7000 sq. ft. total), including rearing laboratories 

• technical equipment (e.g., incubators, brooders, video, computers, tranquilizer equip., respirator, anesthesia) 

• workshop and tools (tractor, all-terrain vehicles, bushhog, mowers, trimmers, augers, sub-soiler, hand tools, 

welder, specialty fencing tools, plumbing, electrical supplies, rolling stock, 4 golf carts, etc.) 

• multiple backup power generators—stationary and portable. 


