
1 May 2018 
 
 
Mr. Lloyd Pascal, Director 
Environmental Coordinating Unit 
Ministry of Health and the Environment 
Roseau Fisheries Complex Building 
Dame Mary Eugenia Charles Blvd. 
Roseau, Dominica 
 
Mr. Minchinton Burton, Director 
Forestry, Wildlife and Parks Division 
Windsor Park Road 
Roseau, Dominica 
 
Dr. Beate Jessel  
Ms. Karin Hornig 
Federal Agency for Nature Conservation (BfN) 
Konstantinstr. 110 
53179 Bonn, Germany 

 
 

On 17 March 2018, associates of ACTP ("Association for the Conservation of Threatened 
Parrots"), aided by politically appointed senior administrators in Dominica's government, 
secretively captured 2 Imperial (Amazona imperialis) and 10 Red-necked (A. arausiaca) parrots 
from Dominica's Parrot Conservation and Research Centre in Roseau and exported the birds on a 
private charter plane to Germany. 
 
The export was not authorized by Dominica's CITES Management and/or Scientific Authorities, 
and neither Dominica's wildlife authority, the Forestry, Wildlife and Parks Division (hereafter, 
“FWD”), nor its longstanding parrot-program leader within FWD, were consulted.   
 
The only official document to have surfaced pertaining to the export is a CITES export permit: 
https://goo.gl/dB9SF2  This document is also attached here for reference. 
 
 
The undersigned challenge this transfer of Dominica’s parrots to ACTP as follows: 
 

• All trade involving Dominica was suspended by CITES in January of this year, so import 
and export permits could not legally have been issued or recognized as valid. 
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• Dominica's CITES Management Authority (Environmental Coordinating Unit, hereafter 
“ECU”) and Scientific Authority (FWD) were not consulted. They neither endorsed nor 
signed the export paperwork. 

 
• The CITES export document, apparently processed by Dominica Customs when the birds 

exited the island, is signed only by an Acting Permanent Secretary from, what was at that 
time, the Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries.  This document is not accompanied by a 
health certificate or valid CITES import permit from Germany. 

 
• An agreement between ACTP and the Government of Dominica is referenced as 

“essential” in the export document, but no such agreement was attached or has been 
disclosed. FWD, ECU and Dominica's parrot-conservation program partners have no 
knowledge of this agreement, how it may have been prepared, or by whom. 
 

• No scientifically reviewed or vetted proposal for the transfer was presented to FWD or any 
credentialed and Dominica-experienced, conservation NGO prior to the export. 

 
• According to a written statement from ACTP, the birds were not tested for diseases prior to 

shipping and were only tested after arrival in Germany.   
 

• Adding wild-caught birds to a large collection of endangered parrots at ACTP threatens 
both groups with potentially dire health and disease consequences. 
 

• There was no emergency to remove parrots from Dominica. All of these birds were wild-
hatched and already held safely in captivity, so there was no reasonable justification for 
either expediting this transfer or violating many basic legal requirements for such an 
action. All had survived Hurricane Maria, were being attended to by an internationally 
recognized health-care team, and were deemed healthy. The A. arausiaca were in the 
process of rehabilitation for release into the wild. 
 

• The female A. imperialis is 18 years old, rescued as a fallen pre-fledgling in 2000, and 
successfully reproduced in Dominica’s aviary in 2010. 
 

• Moving these birds to a private facility without consulting FWD professionals responsible 
for Dominica’s parrot-conservation-and-management program undermines decades of 
proven conservation work by FWD and partnering NGOs.  

 
• ACTP has provided no public accounting of its parrot inventories, import or export 

activities, finances or governance. ACTP has not shared collection or management 
information with the international conservation community (e.g., International Species 
Information System, European Association of Zoos and Aquariums, etc.). There is no 
evidence that ACTP’s principal officer has any zoological, scientific or veterinary 
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credentials.  ACTP represents itself as a non-profit organization without providing public 
disclosure about its operations. The facility is not open to public inspection. 
 

• CITES approval of such transfers for conservation breeding purposes should hinge on 
whether the action is in the species' and individual animals' best interests; whether key 
stakeholders have been formally consulted and approve of the proposed actions; whether 
the destination facility is operating in a legal and collaborative fashion; and whether the 
destination facility is, ideally, a member of, or participant in, the International Union for 
the Conservation of Nature—Captive-Breeding Specialist Group, or other formal 
zoological consortium or management system. In this instance, none of these basic 
elements were in place. 
 

• There is a long history of rare Amazon parrots being taken from the Eastern Caribbean to 
Europe for captive breeding, with the expectation that their progeny will be released into 
the wild, enabling the recovery of these endangered species. None of these efforts have 
born fruit. 
 

 
The undersigned urgently recommend the following: 

 
• The immediate repatriation of the 12 Dominican parrots. The parrots should be returned 

via a neutral zoological facility for appropriate disease screening before being returned to 
the Parrot Conservation and Research Centre in Roseau, Dominica.  

 
• A comprehensive investigation of all parrot imports by ACTP into Germany.  
 
• A full, written accounting of ACTP’s activities involving CITES Appendix I species, 

including inventories, acquisitions/dispositions, hatches and deaths, from any facilities 
under ACTP control or influence via ownership, agreement or contract.  

 
• Pending investigation and formal review by CITES, a ban on all future transfers of 

Caribbean parrots to ACTP. 
 
 
Left unchecked, the recent, furtive export of Dominica’s endemic parrots establishes a dangerous 
precedent that facilitates illegal trade in formally protected species and corrupts longstanding, in 
situ parrot-conservation programs. The international conservation community will not tolerate 
such activities and implores the CITES Secretariat and the regulatory agencies in all CITES 
signatory countries to fully enforce the provisions of the treaty as written. 
 
We cannot turn a blind eye. Decisive action must be taken. The futures of the Caribbean’s 
endemic birds are at stake.  
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Signed, 
 
George Amato, PhD, Director of Conservation Genomics, American Museum of Natural History 
Avinandan, M.Sc, Bengaluru, India 
Carlos Barros de Araújo, PhD, Instituto Federal de Educação do Rio grande do Norte 

(IFRN), Brasil. 
Andre Becker Saidenberg, BVSc., MSc., PhD., University of Sao Paulo, Brazil. 
Steven R. Beissinger, PhD, Professor of Conservation Biology, Department of Environmental  

University of California, Berkeley 
Scott Citino, DVM, White Oak Conservation 
Susan Clubb, DVM, Rainforest Clinic for Birds and Exotics 
José Antonio Díaz Luque, Executive Director, Foundation for the Research and 

Conservation of Bolivian Parrots 
Andrew Dobson, President, BirdsCaribbean 
Brooke Durham, President REP4Wildlife & SoCal Parrot, International Wildlife 

Rehabilitation Council 
Katie Frohardt, Executive Director Wild Earth Allies 
Aliya Hosein, MSc., Fellow, Conservation Leadership in the Caribbean Program, Trinidad 

and Tobago 
James Gilardi, PhD, Executive Director, World Parrot Trust 
Matthew Jeffery, Deputy Director/ Program Director, International Alliance Program, National 

Audubon Society 
LoraKim Joyner, DVM, MPVM, Co-director One Earth Conservation 
Robert Heinsohn PhD, Australian National University, Canberra, Australia 
Eduardo E. Iñigo Elias, PhD 
Roelant Jonker, Director, City Parrots 
Daniel J. Lebbin, PhD, Vice President of International Programs, American Bird Conservancy 
Patricia J. Latas DVM, MS, BS  Awe Pono Avian Health 
Martin Lezama López,  MSc, Coordinador, Grupo de Interés Temático Psitaciformes 

Sociedad Mesoamericana para la Biología y la Conservación, Nicaragua 
Peter Marra, PhD 
Rowan O. Martin, PhD, Echo Bonaire 
Juan Masello, PhD, Working Group Psittaciformes of the International Ornithologist’s Union 

(IOU) 
George Olah, PhD, Australian National University, Canberra, Australia 
Luis Ortiz-Catedral, PhD, Lecturer in Environmental Science / Ecology, Massey University, NZ 
Michael J. Parr, PhD, President, American Bird Conservancy 
Bernadette L. Plair, M. Sc. Biology, Director, Centre for the Rescue of Endangered 

Species of Trinidad & Tobago 
 
Herbert Raffaele, PhD, Chief (retired), Division of International Conservation, US Fish and 

Wildlife Service 
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Corey Raffel, MD 
Paul Reillo, PhD, President, Rare Species Conservatory Foundation 
Branson Ritchie, PhD, DVM, Diplomat of American Board of Veterinary Practitioners, Diplomat 

of European College of Zoo Medicine 
Frank F. Rivera-Milán, PhD 
Terry Root, PhD, Scientist, Professor Emerita, Stanford University; Fellow Emerita, Woods 

Institute for the Environment, Stanford University 
Pedro Scherer Neto M.Sc Departamento de Pesquisa e Conservação da Fauna, Divisão de Museu 

de História Natural de Curitiba, Brasil 
Lisa Sorenson, PhD, Executive Director, BirdsCaribbean 
Ann Sutton, PhD, Secretary, Birds Caribbean 
Jörn Theuerkauf, PhD, Professor, Museum and Institute of Zoology, Polish Academy of Sciences 
Francisco J. Vilella, PhD, U.S. Geological Survey, Mississippi Cooperative Fish and Wildlife 

Research Unit 
James Wiley, PhD 
Jessie Williams, PhD, Media for Conservation 
Sam Williams, PhD, Executive Director, The Ara Project, Costa Rica; Chair, BirdsCaribbean 

Parrot Working Group 
Joseph M. Wunderle, PhD 
Bonnie Zimmermann, Executive Director, Indonesian Parrot Project 
 
 
CC: 
EU DG Environment 
Mr. Gael de Rotalier Team Leader - CITES and EU Wildlife Trade Policy 
Ms Emmanuelle Maire - Multilateral environmental Cooperation 
Mr. Jorge Rodriguez Romero - Multilateral Environmental Cooperation 
 
Germany - Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation, Building and 
Nuclear Safety 
Ms. Svenja Schulze - Minister 
Mr. Gerhard Adams - CITES Management Authority 
Mr. Jochen Flasbarth - State Secretary 
 
CITES Secretariat 
Mr. John Scanlon - Secretary General 
Mr. David Morgan - Chief, Governing Bodies and Meeting Services 
Mr. Tom De Meulenaer - Chief, Scientific Services 
Mr. Juan Carlos Vasquez - Chief, Legal Affairs & Compliance 
 
CITES Standing Committee 
Ms. Carolina Caceres, Chair 
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Dominica 
Mr. Roosevelt Skerrit - Prime Minister 
Mr. Minchinton Burton – Director, Forestry, Wildlife and Parks Division 
Dr. Reginald Thomas – Acting Permanent Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture and Fisheries 
 
US Fish and Wildlife Service 
Dr. Rosemary Gnam – U.S. Scientific Authority 


